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AUSVELS Focus

Civics knowledge and understanding
· Students demonstrate understanding of the contribution of people from the many culturally diverse groups that make up the Australian community
· They sequence and describe some key events in Australia’s democratic history. 
· They describe symbols and emblems of national life in Australia and identify values related to symbols and national celebrations and commemorations.

Community Engagement
· Students contribute to the development and support of class rules and participate in school celebrations and commemorations of important events.
· They describe some of the roles and purposes of groups in the community.

Historical Knowledge and Understanding
· Students explain how communities changed in the past. 
· They describe the experiences of an individual or group. 
· They identify events and aspects of the past that have significance in the present.
· Students sequence events and people (their lifetime) in chronological order, with reference to key dates. 
· They pose questions about the past and locate information from sources (written, physical, visual, oral) to answer these questions. 
· Students develop texts, including narratives, using terms denoting time.

Humanities Knowledge and Understanding
· Describe from direct observation or observation of a variety of media, the human and physical characteristics of their local area and other parts of Victoria.


Key Understandings 
1. Many historical factors have influenced the culture of Victoria (Indigenous Australians, migration)
2. Key people, cultures, communities and events have also influenced the culture of Victoria
3. The state of Victoria has been built on the contributions of different cultures and communities
4. To appreciate Victoria’s uniqueness we must understand how our culture evolved
The last Key Understanding is the Overall Goal Understanding of the entire unit.



Key Skills to Develop for Grade 3’s during this unit
1. To draw simple maps of familiar environments using basic mapping skills
2. To identify and locate places on a map
3. To begin to describe and sequence key events in Victorian History
4. To begin to describe how aspects of local places have changed over time
5. Researching - key features of Victoria/Australia.
6. Classifying – features and characteristics of Victoria
7. Making comparisons – between past and present historical changes
8. Debating/Discussion – points arising from information and student input
9. Identifying Victoria/Australia’s capital cities, surrounding waters, topographical features and landmarks.
10. Construction of a timeline of Victoria’s history and development.
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