Friday 29th October, 2011

Dear Parents/Guardians,
[bookmark: _GoBack]As part of the Explore program this year the Year 7 Inquiry units has allowed your son to openly participate is a safe learning environment in which he can take risks to develop 21st century skills. The ‘Being Marist’, ‘Ancient Civilizations – A Night at the Museum’, and the recent unit on ‘Sustainability’ continue to engage the boys whilst developing skills such as Inquiry, independent collaboration, communication and effective use of technology.
This term is focused on ‘Being a Responsible Young Adult’. Students will be participating in various activities to encourage them to begin thinking about their rights and responsibilities as good citizens.
1. Household Citizenship
As a means of assessing their understanding for this unit, students will be undertaking a variety of household activities that are associated with being a responsible citizen. Students are to make their bed daily, assist with taking the rubbish to the bin, help with cleaning and cooking – they are to support their family as required.
The major component of the course will be to design a weekly household budget and food plan. Classes will look at healthy eating, safe food handling and preparation, dining etiquette and managing money. 
All students will participate in the culminating event of preparing and cooking a meal for their family and presenting reflections on their learning.
Each student is required to select one dinner from their weekly food plan that they will cook for their family and selected guests. With the support of a family member, they will be required to shop for their ingredients (keeping in mind healthy eating and informed purchasing), prepare the meal, cook, serve and clean up! 
Although we encourage the involvement of parents and siblings, to ensure that the assessment is equitable across all students, we ask that you allow your sons independence in their work – only acting as a guide and monitoring safety. Each student is also required to create a portfolio (images, written reflections, video, podcast) of their progress and present these with their final assessment submission. The final presentation of this information is the student’s discretion but they should refer to the criteria sheet for the elements that must be included.
We ask that a member of the family evaluate your son’s progress and ability to meet the set requirements. Your son will design an individual evaluation form in class that takes into account meal preparation, service and food quality. Parents are advised to provide honest, reflective feedback of their son’s ability to understand the importance of being a responsible young adult and supporting their family.
2. Text Book Return
A student recommendation to come from the Sustainability unit was for the booklist to contain items that allow eLearning opportunities, minimised the weight of the student back pack, and considered the impact on the environment. The College has therefore made a change to the 2012 Year 7 book list and the Humanities Alive 1 (2nd Edition) text is no longer a book, but rather an online resource.
The College would still like to cater for students who are unable to access the internet from home or if there are issues with the network at school and therefore we ask for families to donate the current 2011 textbook to the College to create class sets. This example of charity is another opportunity for our boys to become responsible young adults and support others in the community.
The book has been removed from the Second Hand Book List and is therefore not available to purchase.
The College asks that the books are handed to your sons Explore teacher on the 11th November with their completed portfolio for their last unit.
If you have any questions, or feel you will require financial support with the purchasing of ingredients for our last assessment, please do not hesitate to contact your son’s Explore teacher at the College.
Regards,
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Mr. Mark Ashmore
Head of Junior School
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Mark Ashmore
Director of Students (Yrs 7-9)




